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Karnataka HC 
quashes SC/ST 
quota increase
Court says total reservations exceeded 50%
Y A T H I R A J U  @ Bengaluru

IN a major setback to the state 
government, the Karnataka 
High Court on Monday struck 
down Sections 3 and 4 of  the 
Karnataka Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes (Reserva-
tion of  Seats in Educational In-
stitutions and of  Appointments 
or Posts in the Services under 
the State) Act, 2022, through 
which the reservation for per-
sons from Scheduled Castes 
(SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) 
was increased from 15% to 17% 
and from 3% to 7% respectively. 
The reservation for other back-
ward classes (OBCs) was re-
tained at 32%, but 
still the total quota 
exceeded the permis-
sible 50%.

“Section 3, insofar 
as it takes the aggre-
gate reservation be-
yond the ceiling of  
50%, is struck down 
as it violates Arti-
cles 14 and 15 of  the 
Constitution. Sec-
tion 4 is also struck down as un-
constitutional, as it violates 
Articles 14 and 16,” a division 
bench of  Chief  Justice Vibhu 
Bakhru and Justice K S He-
malekha said.

The Bench passed the order, 
allowing a batch of  petitions 
including a PIL filed by Mahen-
dra Kumar Mitra and others 
questioning the width of  the 
power of  the state to provide 
reservation within the scheme 
of  the equal protection and 
equal opportunity clauses - Ar-
ticle 14, 15 and 16 of  the Consti-
tution. The Act came into force 
on January 12, 2023.

Referring to several judg-

ments of  the apex court, includ-
ing Indra Sawhney case, the 
High Court noted that notwith-
standing the state’s legislative 
competence to enact the Act, it 
was mandatory for the state 
government to consult the Na-
tional Commissions for SCs 
and STs. Merely writing a letter 
after enacting the Act cannot 
be considered consultation as 
required under Articles 338 (9) 
and 338A(9)

of  the Constitution. The let-
ters dated December 10, 2025 
and January 20, 2026 were writ-
ten by the state to the Commis-
sions nearly three years after 
the Act was enacted and after 

its validity had been 
called into question 
before the court. 
Consultation, to be 
meaningful and ef-
fective, must precede 
the decision,  i t 
observed.

Stating that the 
rule that reservation 
would not exceed 
50% stood obliterat-

ed, the state government con-
tended that Articles 245 and 246 
empower the state legislature 
to enact the impugned Act and 
the said power is not affected 
by Articles 338(9) and 338A.

The court said there is no dis-
pute that the state legislature 
has the legislative competence 
to enact the Act, but it is erro-
neous to suggest that the power 
under Articles 245 and 246 is 
not circumscribed by the other 
provisions of  the Constitution, 
which require consultation 
with Commissions on all major 
policy matters affecting SC/
STs, and it cannot be disregard-
ed, the court added.

Hyd police warn 
against WhatsApp 
bank fraud
E N S  @ Hyderabad

HYDERABAD City police com-
missioner VC Sajjanar has 
warned people against a cyber 
fraud involving WhatsApp mes-
sages that falsely claim money 
has been debited from their 
bank accounts and ask them to 
reply “NO” if  they did not au-
thorise the transaction.

According to the police, 
fraudsters send such messages 
from unknown or international 
numbers to create panic and 
prompt recipients to respond. 
Sajjanar cautioned that the 
messages could be part of  at-
tempts to compromise mobile 
phones and steal money.

The police described the al-
leged technique as an “auto-ex-
ecution file attack”, claiming 
that malicious links or scripts 
could be used to gain access to 
victims’ devices. They cited a 
recent case in which a chartered 
accountant allegedly lost lakhs 
of  rupees in a similar fraud.

The police advised people not 
to respond to unsolicited What-
sApp messages about suspicious 
bank transactions. Instead, they 
should block the sender.

RESIDENTS FLAG ENCROACHMENTS ON LAND, LAKES AND PARKS
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

ALLEGED encroachments on 
government land, lakes, parks 
and stormwater drains fea-
tured prominently at HY-
DRAA’s Prajavani programme 
on Monday, with residents seek-
ing urgent action to protect 
public assets. The agency re-
ceived 56 complaints, including 
allegations of  illegal construc-
tion, groundwater extraction 
and misuse of  public spaces.

One complaint concerned 
74.16 acres of  government land 
in Survey No. 126 at Injapur vil-
lage in Abdullapurmet mandal 
of  Rangareddy district. Resi-

dents alleged that large ware-
houses were being built on the 
disputed land despite a Telan-
gana High Court direction to 
revenue authorities to conduct 
a comprehensive survey and 
establish its status. They urged 
HYDRAA to ensure compliance 
with the court’s directions and 
protect the land.

Residents of  Kukatpally 
complained that private water 
suppliers were extracting 
groundwater from borewells 
around Nalla Cheruvu and 
selling it commercially. They 
said groundwater levels in sur-
rounding areas had improved 
after HYDRAA undertook res-
toration work at the lake, 

where accumulated silt had af-
fected water absorption. How-
ever, they alleged that com-
mercial  operators  were 
depriving households of  the 
benefits by extracting large 
quantities of  groundwater. 
They submitted photographs 
and videos and sought action 
against the alleged unauthor-
ised activity.

At Devarayamjal village in 
Shamirpet mandal of  Medchal-
Malkajgiri district, residents 
alleged that construction was 
taking place within the full 
tank level (FTL) limits of  
Komatikunta lake. They also 
sought action against alleged 
constructions on government 

and endowment land in adjoin-
ing Survey No. 63.

Another complaint alleged 
encroachment of  20 guntas of  
government land in Survey No. 
131/1 at Bahadurpally village 
in Dundigal-Gandimaisamma 
mandal.

At RK Puram lake, popularly 
known as a mini tank bund, 
residents alleged that nearly 
two acres within the lake’s FTL 
limits had been encroached 
upon. They also claimed that a 
pig slaughterhouse had been 
built within the FTL area and 
that waste was being dis-
charged into the lake. They 
urged HYDRAA to intervene 
and restore the affected area.

Residents of  Gandhi Nagar 
in Kavadiguda complained that 
Ghantasala Playground, spread 
over nearly an acre, was being 
used for weekly vegetable mar-
kets instead of  sports and rec-
reation. The facility houses an 
indoor shuttle badminton sta-
dium and outdoor volleyball 
courts and has helped produce 
several national-level sport-
spersons, they said. They urged 
HYDRAA to ensure that the 
ground remained available for 
sporting activities.

HYDRAA Commissioner A V 
Ranganath examined the griev-
ances and directed officials to 
take steps for their speedy 
resolution.

Vega Jewellers marks fifth 
anniversary with special o�ers

Hyderabad: Vega Jewellers is celebrating its fifth 
anniversary with special offers on gold, diamond 

and Polki jewellery, alongside the launch of its 
Wedding and Vaibhavam collections. The 

anniversary offers include discounts of up to 50% 
on gold and diamond jewellery, diamond jewellery 

starting at `47,999 per carat, and zero wastage and 
making charges on Polki jewellery. The offers are 

valid until October 20.

Former lover arrested in  
saleswoman’s killing
Hyderabad: Police arrested a 35-year-old man on 
Sunday for allegedly murdering a woman he was 
earlier in a relationship with.   The accused, Mohd 
Ibrahim, and the victim, Tahera Banu, met while 
working at a clothing store in Chaderghat. Police said 
Ibrahim had been in a relationship with Banu for 
several years, but she had been distancing herself 
from him over the past six months. Upset over this, 
he attacked the victim with a knife on October 9.

EXPRESS READ

T-JUDA protest 
over hospital  
deficiencies

2 TG districts bag PMDDKY awards 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

MORE than 500 junior doctors, 
interns, postgraduate residents 
and super-speciality residents 
staged a protest at Osmania 
General Hospital on Monday, 
demanding a written assurance 
and a time-bound schedule to 
address long-pending deficien-
cies in government hospitals 
across Telangana.

The Telangana Junior Doc-
tors Association (T-JUDA) said 
verbal assurances were insuf-
ficient and sought a formal 
commitment,  preferably 
through a memorandum of  un-
derstanding (MoU), specifying 
deadlines to resolve issues af-
fecting medical education, clin-
ical training, working condi-
tions and patient care.

The doctors flagged shortag-
es of  essential medicines, medi-
cal equipment and consuma-
bles, including stents, catheters 
and X-ray supplies, saying 
these were affecting hospital 
services. They said the defi-
ciencies were not limited to Os-
mania General Hospital but 
were prevalent across govern-
ment hospitals in the state.

E N S  @ Mahbubnagar

THE Union Department of  Ag-
riculture and Farmers Welfare 
on Monday presented awards to 
Nagarkurnool and Narayanpet 
districts during an event organ-
ised at the NASC Complex in 
New Delhi to mark one year of  
the Prime Minister Dhan-
Dhaanya Krishi  Yojana 
(PMDDKY).

Nagarkurnool District Col-
lector Hemanta Keshav Patil 
and Narayanpet District Col-
lector Ch Priyanka received the 
honours on behalf  of  their re-
spective administrations. Na-
garkurnool was recognised for 
exemplary work in “Better 
Governance and Service Deliv-

ery”, while Narayanpet was 
awarded for “Enabling Greater 
Access to Short Term and Long 
Term Agricultural Credit”.

Launched on October 11, 
2025, PMDDKY covers 100 dis-
tricts nationwide characterised 
by low productivity, low crop-
ping intensity, and poor credit 
flow. The scheme converges 36 

central schemes across 11 de-
partments, along with state ini-
tiatives and private sector par-
ticipation. In Telangana, the 
programme is being imple-
mented in Narayanpet, Jogu-
lamba Gadwal, Jangaon and 
Nagarkurnool districts.

Expressing delight over the 
recognition, Narayanpet Col-
lector Ch Priyanka commended 
local officials for their dedica-
tion to field-level implementa-
tion of  the scheme. She urged 
all departments to maintain 
close coordination and urged 
team members to use the recog-
nition as an inspiration to exe-
cute welfare programs even 
more effectively in the coming 
days.

Narayanpet District Collector  
Ch Priyanka receives the award in  

New Delhi on Monday

SRISAILAM DAM ENTERS WORLD BOOK OF RECORDS
The Srisailam Dam has earned a place in the World Book of Records, 
becoming the first project in India to receive the prestigious recognition 
for its remarkable engineering features and exceptional resilience

MALKAJGIRI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
TENDER NOTICE

NIT No. 17/SE(M)/UZ/MMC/2026-27 Date: 12-10-2026

Name of the work Estimate
Amount

Last date/time 
for receipts of 

Bids

Name & 
Address 
Officer

For 06 works “Construction of Box drain 
from Satyanarayana Swamy Temple to 
Markandeya Swamy Temple in ward 
No.26, Ramanthapur of Uppal Circle-9, 
MMC (Reserved for SC community 
individuals and societies). Development 
of Laxmi Nagar Graveyard in Ward 
No.19, H.B. Colony of Nacharam 
Circle-08, Uppal Zone, MMC”.

Rs.
694.00 
Lakhs

22-10-2026  
@ 03:00 PM

Sri K RAMESH 
BABU 

Superintending 
Engineer, 

Uppal Zone, 
MMC.

For further details can be seen @ http://www.tender.telangana.gov.in
Sd/- Superintending Engineer, Uppal Zone, MMC

DIPR R.O. No.11771-PP/CL/Advt/2026-27, Dt: 12/10/2026

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
CENTRAL EQUIPMENT & STORES PROCUREMENT CIRCLE-II,

IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT, UTTAR PRADESH,
Ganga Sinchai Bhawan, Telibagh, 

LUCKNOW-226025
GeM CUSTOM BID NOTICE

GeM Bid No. GEM/2026/B/8052869, Date 08.10.2026
On behalf of the Honourable Governor of Uttar Pradesh, Online GeM Bid No 
GEM/2026/B/8052869, Date 08.10.2026 are invited by the undersigned from 
Original Manufacturers or from their dealers/distributors/reseller/channel partner 
authorized by the firm to participate in this bid, for the supply of Smart Controllers 
(Fully Automatic Air Break Star Delta Starter Panel) of ratings from 12.5 HP to  
50.0 HP to be used on state tubewells for Submersible/VT Pumpsets for water 
handling and catering irrigation to farmers, conforming to IS/IEC 60947-4-
1:2000 & latest amendments if any. Last date of participation in the bid is dated 
31.10.2026 at 14.00 PM. Details for eligibility, qualification, technical and other 
conditions of bid etc. are available in the GeM Bid Document uploaded on the 
GeM Portal. The undersigned reserves the right to cancel any or all the GeM bids/
annul the bidding process without assigning any reason.
 Santosh Kumar Sonkar
 Superintending Engineer
 Central Equipment & Stores Procurement Circle-II,
 Irrigation Department, U.P., Lucknow
RO No.257978, RO date: 12/10/2026
website: www.upgov.nic.in
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THE SECRET OF GETTING 
AHEAD IS GETTING 
STARTED ❯ MARK TWAIN


